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SUBJECT: SOMARE BACKS OFF ON LEADERSHIP CODE 

REF: PORT MORESBY 390 

1 . SUMMARY: FACED WITH ALMOST CERTAIN DEFEAT ON HIS PROPOSED 
LEADERSHIP CODE, PRIME MINISTER SOMARE ANNOUNCED ON MAY 24 
THAT HE HAD DECIDED NOT TO PUSH THE CODE AT THIS SESSION OF 
PARLIAMENT. DELAY ITSELF A DEFEAT FOR SOMARE WHO IS FACING, 

AS HE PUT IT, A PARLIAMENT IN A "VOLATILE STATE". GOVERNMENT 
NOT THREATENED BUT FACES DIFFICULT SESSION. END SUMMARY. 

2. EVENING MAY 24 PRIME MINISTER SOMARE ANNOUNCED DECISION 
NOT TO INTRODUCE PROPOSED LEADERSHIP CODE AT CURRENT SESSION. 
DESCRIBING PARLIAMENT AS BEING IN A VOLATILE STATE, PM SAID 
TIME NOT PROPITIOUS FOR A REASONED DEBATE ON A FUNDAMENTAL 
ISSUE SUCH AS LEADERSHIP CODE. IN FACE SAVING GESTURE 
SOMARE SAID HE WOULD NAME "NON-POLITICAL" COMMITTEE TO 
ADVISE HIM ON NEW CODE AND ADDED THERE HAD BEEN 
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"CONSTITUTIONAL UNCERTAINTIES" ABOUT PRECISE FORM OF 
SOME OF THE BILLS CONTAINING CODE. 

3. LEADERSHIP CODE FACED ALMOST CERTAIN DEFEAT. 

GOVERNMENT COALITION PARTNER PPP ADAMENTLY OPPOSED. SOME 
PARTY LEADERS SO STATED PUBLICLY AND DEPUTY PM CHAN 
CRITICAL IN PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS. WE HEARD ALL PPP 
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MINISTERS HAD PLANNED TO ABSENT THEMSELVES WHEN 
CODE CAME BEFORE PARLIAMENT. OPPOSITION LEADER OKUK 
HAD ANNOUNCED OPPOSITION AS HAD SOME GOVERNMENT BACK 
BENCHERS. 

4. SOMARE DOES FACE A TOUGH SESSION. OKUK PLANS THOROUGH 
DEBATE ON WHAT HE TERMS GOVERNMENT'S MISHANDLING OF 
RECENT UNIVERSITY TURMOIL. SOMARE BEING CRITICIZED FOR 
HAVING SAID HE WOULD REHIRE PUBLIC SERVANT FIRED BY 
OMBUDSMAN COMMISSION FOR MISCONDUCT IN OFFICE AND 
PARLIAMENT HAS EVEN REACTED AGAINST GOVERNMENT'S ATTEMPT 
TO PLAY DOWN PUSH BY SOME MEMBERS TO TRY TO OBTAIN WAR 
REPARATIONS FROM AUSTRALIA, JAPAN AND U.S. WE DO NOT 
FORESEE A SUCCESSFUL NO-CONFIDENCE VOTE BUT THERE WILL 
BE MUCH MORE GIVE AND TAKE THAN IN PREVIOUS SESSIONS. 
OLMSTED 
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